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" By HENRY TANNER .

Special to The New York Times
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Government broke its six-month
silenice ;today on .the circum-
stances surrounding the abduc-
tion and probable murder of
Mehdi Ben Barka, a Moroccan
nationalist and . opposition
leader; .
Interior Minister -Roger Frey,
In - a long speech before the
National Assembly, defended
himself  and the Government
against. all charges of wrong-
doing. : '
According to_ his account, the

|culprit in the affalr was the
[|official French counterintelli-
‘lgence agency, two of whose of-
‘ficials were informed of the

crime but failed to réport it to
the Government. .

Mr. Fey's appearance before
Parliament was not voluntary.
Several opposition deputies had
served notice that they wanted
to question him about the “Ben

1Barka scandal.” This procedure

is the French equivalent of call-
ing ‘on"a Cabinet. member to
testify - before a Congressional
committee, . -

* The. step-by-sep, account of
the crime and subsequent inves-
tigation given by Mr. Fey was
the government's first compre-

Thensive statement on the case,

. Mr. Ben Barka was kiddapped
about noon on Oect. 29 from a
busy sldewalk {n Saint-Germain

:|des-Pres bﬁl two policemen, a

counterintelligence and -some
gangsters, - S :

¢ Hg was driven to the subur-
ban villa of one of the gangs-
ters’ wheke, according to stat-
ments by one of them, he was
tortured and possibly killed by

the Motpacan Interlor Minister,

‘Mohammied Oufkir, General
- has, ¢
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. Mr. Ben Barka's body has not
been found. Last week, acting
on an-anonymous tip, the police
dragged a large swamp near
e villa.. - .,
‘Six persdbng are under arrest
the case; including the police-
eri- and the: agent as well as
e latter's immediate superior
n the intelligence service.
The_policemen™ have testifled
hat they acted on instructions
of the agent, Antoine Lopez,
pand that they thought the pur-
pose* of ' the' abduction was to
bring abhout a meeting between
Mr. Ben. Barka and Moroccan
officials. ~" | "~ . :

Mr. Lopez, who was also an
official of Afr France at the

self to.his superior, Maj. Marcel
Leroy-Finville.  ° o
Mr. Fre

Y repeated the' state-

stve.political issues in the scan-

he was informed of the, crime

pimost iminediately  afterward|

by a friend and former client,
eorges Figon, one of the kid-
nappers. Mr. Lemarchand gave

some of this information to thej
pllice, but in subsequent: ques-| |
- an investigatingy -

foning by : ,
agistrate he got entangled in
ultiple tontradictlons -arq Jef
s impression thal, he. whs £

ore -deeply involved -

tiea

ole is one of the 'most explo-|

It has been. established thatf

sembly made a strenous but fu-
tlle effort last week to have
Mr. Lemarchand . rehabilitated.
During debat on an amnesty
measure, they sought an
amendmett lifting' the Bar As-
sociation's - -~sanction * "agamst
him. 'The amendment was deq
feated, with a numben of Gauls
lists and all the Independen

Republicans, &group allled wit

the gaullists, voting againat it}

The. vote marked~ the -fir
ey I bk
ority in the Assembly had he

the Government - niy:}




